
Introduction 

The family Convolvulaceae consist consists of 58 genera and 1,880 species (Staples 2012). 

Among these, of which 19 genera and 356 species occur in the Brazilian flora. Currently theThis 

family is currently divided in into 12 tribes: Aniseieae, Cardiochlamyeae, Convolvuleae, Cresseae, 

Cuscuteae, Dichondreae, ErycibaeErycibeae, Humbertieae, Ipomoeeae, Jacquemontieae, Maripeae, 

and Merremieae (Stefanović et al. 2003). The genus Evolvulus is inserted inbelongs to the tribe 

Cresseae (Stefanović et al. 2003), and . In Brazil there are atat least 73 species of the genus Evolvulus 

L.occur in Brazil (Simão-Bianchini & Silva, 2023), . Evolvulus species are found mostly in open and 

sunny areas, such as the Cerrado and Caatinga (Junqueira & Bianchini 2006). 

Ooststroom (1934) carried out theconducted a taxonomic study of Evolvulus, including 

about 100 species, being predominantly distributed in the Americas. Based on morphological 

featurestraits, this author recognized identified seven sections: Alsinoidei, Linoidei, Paniculati, 

Involucrati, Lagopodini, and Phyllostachyi. The genus Evolvulus is characterized by the the presence 

of two free or basally-united styles, each with two filiform or clavate stigmas. Other characters that 

help identify this genus are: the presence of malpighiaceous malpigiaceous trichomes;, an erect or 

decumbent, herbaceous habit, ; the seeds are and glabrous seeds (Junqueira & Bianchini 2006). 

The palynology Palynology has been very widely used for the taxonomic subdivision of the 

Convolvulaceae family. Several palynological studies were carried out on Convolvulaceae (e.g., 

Sengupta 1972; Ferguson et al. 1977, Pedraza 1985, Melhem & Corrêa 1987; Roubik & Moreno 1991; 

Melhem et al. 2003, Tellería & Daners (2003); Leite et al. 2005), Silva 2007, Vital et al. 2008, and 

Austin et al. 2012). Due to the wide variation regarding in the the patterns of exine ornamentation 

patterns and the pollen grain size of the pollen grains, the Convolvulaceae family is considered 

classified as euripollinic (Erdtman 1952, Pedraza 1985, Vital et al. 2008). Among Although the rare 

few palynological studies that have been conducted dealt withon Evolvulus, all of them have 

confirmed that the homogeneity of the genus is homogeneous,  from the pollen point of view, 

characterizing it as stenopollinic (Hallier 1893; Pedraza 1985, Melhem & Corrêa 1987, Melhem et al. 

2003; Tellería & Daners 2003, Silva 2007, Vital et al. 2008, Austin et al., 2012). 
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